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In conversation with Indy’s built environment CHAMPIONS and INNOVATORS.




“I'm a designer. a
creator: I'm curious
and an agitator.”

PLACEMAKER

WIL MARQUEZ

Tolkding shop with ‘Wil Morgues is ke
legtening 1o an enengetic Dolai Loma
of Dasign

Thea Ai-year-old architect speaks with o

LF L Biolancs ol enthusiosen, warmih,

ond inspiratian. He loyers RS languoge with
comdu insight, honed from seventeen years
of architeciuml proass. And he construcis
hig marnathes with passion, EMI:I"II'.'I'EIIIPIE
Mo than once the impartance of “bringing
peaphe togathes =

"Celebnata o community’s arts and
culturol assets oround a collective spoce
thist serves s local nesds, and that

will reindorce the connectivity among
nesidents,” ha soys.

A gpecialist in urbon design. his portolio
bukges with imgressive projests that

besgon wihen ha warked bor big firms during
his days in Duboi ond Morocco. Thase

days Morguez's philosopty on tha futura

of design ond plocemoking appeors in
various publicotions, books, ond Blags

#nd his spenking engogemants pack
leciure haolls ot rencemned uniwersities [irom
Tugkeges, Alobama, to Busnos dres] and of
conlansnces and professionol orgonipatons
orowund tha globe

But he gats most excited telling folks
obout his wark with young people

orl “contributing his skill set 1o more
misaningfl and relevant erironments
= lika the neighborhoods hene at home -
in Indiana.

“For o long time | thought thot changing the
workd throwgh architecturs maont designing
buldings, but bo just soy Fm an anchitect
whid its in o cublicla ond drows drowings,
thot's not whot I'm obout,” ha Soys “T'm

0 designer, o cregtar; Fm curous ond an
ogitotor. I'm still kool to architecturs, bt |
oiso gort of stond on the cutside of thot ring
ond look irrweard ond say, “Whot can we do
tia ok this pralession mane ovsloble to
the masses =

Far ane thing, ha thinks architectura should
be mora publicly engoging and equitabie.

In 2004 Morgues Teunded the consuiting
company, “w/purpase.® which speciolizes in
orehiteciure services for clients who believe
thot good design can make o differance in
both their kves and in the lives of others

Hig aneative studo devises nonbraditanal
solutions for homaes, interior designs.

public ort, streetscopes, retoil centers, ond
laoning environmenis

His concepls eaend beyond sticks and
bricks. “It's not just aBout the buildings, bul
olso the spoces between them,* ha soys
*Thot's also orchitectunal spoca.”

He thinks archilas s nedd 1o 1ok 1o |JEIII|.'IH
aboud wirys a building con perfanm far the
inhabitonts inside, but also for what's going
on outskle. &8 Tor R own [HBIQI'IE. soma af
Morguet's D'IQI'"IEEE gparks KJMNER N E‘Immﬂ
COMIMILANI DS,

Exomphes nclude o colorful bus-stop
colioborotion with Arlington High School
studants, o pocket park crected with public
art instollotions, and o chit oportmant
buiding resurnected from on obandonad
condy foctony

W/PUrposa portrenad with Kesap
Indianapals Beautilful 1o consinual Purposs
Park ot Holmas and W, Woshington streats
Thaa REtke greanspace pocks an ot

pnch with its tl'lgh[-ﬁ'E"I]"l'l. 1964 Porvioc
Bonmeville posttioned upright an itS nosa as
0 CEnbErpieos

A3 the lemd e s, W/ purposs s
hiedpad tronsioem the vooont Homer J
Williomson Chocalaté Fostory mbd The
Oreieriook at tha Foirgrounds = the now 514
millan, 4 shary mixesdl-use baldng ot 36th
Street ond Fall Creek Porkcway

One of Morguer’ ongoing passions includes
th Doegign Bonk at E. 38th street, which he
ond cofounder MoSham Mitchell enevoied
It now sbonds o= 0 teenty- frst-centunyg,
haanidz-am learmirg centar, leaturing 3-0
Primers, SCANnErs, and o design ourricuium.

“Wa thrive of educaling paopla in general
I'm committad to thes=a things - o public
space ond cities that ore commited @ ort
ardl design, and 1o kids deing thesr work
Theery need platforms to do their most
craotive work. We want to develap

thosa plotiorms.”

Additional projects on the books for
Morquez include creating o mokerspace for
0 Boys' ond Girke' Club in Rocky Mounioin,
Horth Coroding, 0 £8,000-s0quore-ood
concepl design far a communiry Gerbe

in South Bend, ond the master plan
devedapment for Evonevile’s Moin Streat
1 9-squore-mia neighbarhodd - tha North
Maoim corredor]. And I:|'|l:l.ll}|"| g work keeps
him GfigSErassing the map, Mangues’ roots
nemioin in thie 317

I"'va been heve 20 yeors, ond I've mooa
0 comimtmsant ba dig my feed In and sy
cormmitled t the city,” he Soys
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